Parnell
to be overtaxing his strength* But there was no Biggar to
stand by Parnell when Parnell most needed him*
The news of Mr* Gladstone's letter soon spread through
the House of Commons* The Nationalists* deeply dismayed*
wanted to hold another meeting at once* but Parnell* now in
a mood of depression, though not of irresolution* sat alone
in the smoking-room of the Commons* glooming heavily on
any who approached him* Mr. Pierce Mahony and some of
his: friends wrote to Parnell* saying that they thought it would
be better if he were to retire for a time* but stating that they
would abide by any decision he made* Mr* Gladstone's
letter had now been published in the press* and its immediate
effect was to rouse resentment against him among Irishmen*
This was an ultimatum and an attempt to dictate who should
be the leader of the Irish party! * * * Parnell met Mr*
Mahony and his friends at the Westminster Palace Hotel in
the company of Mr* Justin McCarthy* and told them that
if Mr* Gladstone would state in writing that he would give
the Irish Parliament control of the police and of the land
he would retire* But nothing came of the suggestion* nor
can Parnell seriously have expected anything to come of it*
On November 26* 1890* the party met again* " Parnell
entered* and went straight to the chair* looking calm* uncon-
cerned, imperious**' A member, named John Barry* im-
mediately rose and suggested that Mr* Parnell should retire
from the leadership* Another* Dr* Commins, agreed with
this suggestion in the interests of expediency* Mr* McCarthy
thought the whole situation should be reconsidered* So did
Mr* Sexton* Mr* Lane and Mr* Sheehy thought that Mr*
Parnell ought to retire* They begged him to remember the
interests of the tenants on the Smith-Barry and Ponsonby
estates* which were then in peril* " Colonel Nolan urged
Parnell to stand to his guns and to tolerate the dictation of
no English party leader*"
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